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he Business Council of Alabama (BCA) and The Alabama Technology Net-
work (ATN), in partnership with The Chamber of Commerce Association of 
Alabama and The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM), presented 

the prestigious 2012 Alabama Manufacturer of the Year Awards to three outstand-
ing Alabama manufacturing companies: Austal USA (large manufacturer); Daikin 
America (medium manufacturer); and Cascades Sonoco (small manufacturer).

Finalists in the large manufacturing category were Goodyear Tire & Rubber Com-
pany, Rheem Water Heating, Sikorsky Aircraft and Toyota Motor Manufacturing 
Alabama, Inc. Finalists in the medium manufacturing category were 3M Company, 
Gambro Renal Products, Heritage Wire Harness, LLC, Lear Corporation and Prystup 
Packaging Products. Finalists in the small manufacturing category were Earthborn 
Studios and Electricfil Corporation.

In its 13th year, the Alabama Manufacturer of the Year Awards program is an an-
nual recognition of Alabama manufacturing enterprises that exhibit excellence in 
leadership, performance, profitability and work force relations. The awards are pre-
sented in three size categories to ensure fair recognition of all applicants regardless 
of the size of their work force. Winning manufacturers are selected by an indepen-
dent panel of judges who look for demonstrations of superior performance in the 
areas of customer focus, employee commitment, operation excellence, continuous 
improvement, profitable growth and investment in training and retraining.

BCA, ATN Honor Alabama’s  
2012 Manufacturers of the Year

Alabama Attorney General Luther Strange  
delivered this year’s keynote address.

Celebrating Alabama’s 2012 Manufacturers of the Year are (from left): William Canary, BCA 
president and CEO; Michael Bailey, ATN president; Anita Archie, BCA senior vice president of 
intergovernmental affairs, advocacy and communications/legal advisor; Dee Dee Bonner, Aus-
tal manager of state legislative affairs, events and protocol; Donald Keeler, Austal vice presi-
dent of human resources; David Hendrixson, Daikin America vice president and plant manager; 
Emmanuel Boullay, plant manager for Cascades Sonoco’s Birmingham operations; Steven 
Marimberga, quality manager for Cascades Sonoco; and Carl Jamison, BCA 1st vice chairman.

A publication of the 
Business Council of Alabama

A D V O C AT E
The manufacturing



2  /  T h e  m a n u fac t u r i n g  A dv o c at e

T h e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  A d v o c a t e

“This event holds a special place in 
our hearts, for more than 1,300 of our 
members are manufacturing compa-
nies,” said BCA First Vice Chair Carl 
Jamison, a shareholder at Jamison-
MoneyFarmer in Tuscaloosa. “When 
you couple that with the fact that we 
are Alabama’s exclusive affiliate to the 
National Association of Manufactur-
ers, you see why BCA, along with our 
partners, is honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Alabama’s best 
manufacturers for the key role they play 
in the economic health of Alabama.”

In addition to the Manufacturer of the 
Year awards, several other honors were 
bestowed during the ceremony:

Governor Bob Riley “Building a 
Better Alabama” Award 
U.S. Rep. Jo Bonner, R-Mobile

The award, in its third year, is named 
for former Governor Bob Riley, the in-
augural recipient, and is designed to rec-
ognize individuals who work tirelessly 
to promote manufacturing and economic 
development in Alabama.  Last year’s 
winner, Jay Timmons, president and CEO 
of the National Association of Manufac-
turers, presented this year’s award to U.S. 
Rep. Jo Bonner, R-Mobile, via video from 
Washington, D.C.  Bonner has served in 
Congress since taking office in 2003 and 
has worked aggressively alongside local 
and state leaders to recruit several sig-
nificant economic projects to Alabama.  
Bonner serves on the House Appropria-
tions Committee and is the chairman of 
the House Ethics Committee. 

 

2012 Partnership Award 
Rheem Manufacturing, 
Montgomery

This award recognizes excellence in 
manufacturing, exemplary leadership in 
service to community, job creation and 
being an outstanding example of a corpo-
rate steward throughout Alabama.  With 
three facilities in Montgomery, Rheem is 
one of the region’s largest manufacturers. 
It has a steadfast commitment to excel-
lence, employee safety and community 
service, donating more than $100,000 a 
year to local charities and organizations.

 

The BCA Centennial Award 
Alabama Steel Supply, 
Birmingham

The BCA Centennial Award acknowl-
edges those BCA member companies that 
have been in business for 100 years. The 
BCA honors those that have achieved this 
great milestone of creating and sustaining 
jobs for generations of Alabama families.  
Established in 1912, Alabama Steel Sup-
ply is now in its third generation of fam-
ily ownership. The company currently 
focuses on the manufacturing of metal 
roofing and siding for industrial, com-
mercial, agricultural and residential uses, 
in addition to offering pre-engineered 
steel buildings.

 

Best of the BEST Award 
Davidson High School, Mobile

The BEST Robotics Inc. is designed 
to excite and inspire our students about 
engineering, science and technology ca-
reers through participation in a sports-
like competition.  This non-profit, volun-
teer-based program is headquartered at 
Auburn University, and Davidson High 
School was the highest achieving school 
in the state during the 2011 BEST com-
petitions.

 

2012 Sustainability in 
Manufacturing Award 
ZF Industries, Tuscaloosa

Presented annually by Alabama Tech-
nology Network, in partnership with the 
Alabama E3 – Economy, Energy, and En-
vironment – Initiative, the Sustainability 
in Manufacturing Award is presented to 
a company that is committed to reducing 
wastes, lowering energy intensity, and 
improving sustainability.  Since it began 
in late 2009, the Alabama E3 Initiative 
has successfully assisted more than 40 
manufacturers in the state to adapt and 
thrive in a new business era focused on 
sustainability through eliminating wastes 
and reducing energy intensity.  The pro-
gram has resulted in over $3 million in 
identified energy saving opportunities 
and just under $1 million in actual im-
pacts.  ZF Industries produces and ser-
vices driveline and chassis technologies 
around the world. It ranks high on the list 
of leading automotive suppliers and aims 
to build and expand its presence in estab-
lished markets.

Thank you to 
our sponsors

Platinum

gold
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1. More than 225 people attended this year’s Manu-
facturer of the Year Awards luncheon.

2. The 2012 Governor Bob Riley “Building a Better 
Alabama” Award recipient is U.S. Rep. Jo Bonner 
(R-Mobile). Due to scheduled votes in Washing-
ton, Congressman Bonner accepted the award via 
video from the U.S. Capitol. Pictured: Carl Jamison, 
BCA 1st vice chair, Anita Archie, BCA senior vice 
president, and William Canary, BCA president and 
CEO, present Eliska Morgan, Congressman Bonner’s 
deputy chief of staff, with the award. 

3. The Business Council of Alabama acknowledged 
BCA member company, Alabama Steel Supply, 
on its 100th year. The Centennial Award recog-
nizes those companies that have achieved this 
great milestone of creating and sustaining jobs for 
generations of Alabama families. BCA’s Anita Archie 
and William Canary present Alabama Steel Supply’s 
Marc Labovitz and Jerald Labovitz with the 2012 
Centennial Award.

4. BCA’s 1st Vice Chair Carl Jamison presented 
Rheem Manufacturing’s Peter Reynolds with the 
2012 Partnership Award, which recognizes excel-
lence in manufacturing, exemplary leadership 
in service to community, job creation and being 
an outstanding example of a corporate steward 
throughout Alabama.  With three facilities in 
Montgomery, Rheem is one of the region’s largest 
manufacturers. 

5. Students from Mobile’s Davidson High School 
were recognized for achieving the highest in the 
2011 Alabama BEST Robotics competitions. The 
BEST Robotics Inc. is designed to excite and inspire 
students about engineering, science and technol-
ogy careers through participation in a sports-like 
competition.  Pictured are (l to r): Michael Bailey, 
ATN president; William Canary, BCA president 
and CEO, George Blanks, executive director of 
BEST Robotics, Inc.; Anita Archie, BCA senior vice 
president of intergovernmental affairs, advocacy 
and communications/legal advisor; Justin Poiroux, 
BEST student; Lucas Donivan, BEST student; Rohan 
Palanki, BEST student; Zack Brewer, DHS teacher; 
Mike Fletcher, DHS teacher; Delaney Thull, BEST 
student; Carl Jamison, BCA 1st vice chair; Jenny 
Parker, DHS teacher; and Robin Fenton, Jubilee 
BEST Robotics hub director.
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Ronnie Boles, co-chairman
General & Automotive Machine Shop

Huntsville

Doug Mannion
Rheem Water Heating
Montgomery

Dick Anderson
Huron Valley Steel Corporation

Anniston

George Flowers
Cox Swimming Pools

Dothan

Denson Henry
Henry Brick Company
Selma

Greg Leikvold
BF Goodrich Tire Manufacturing

Tuscaloosa

Mac McBride
Steris Corporation

Montgomery

Joe Pampinto
Wise Alloys, LLC

Muscle Shoals

Ray Perez
Honda Manufacturing of Alabama, LLC

Lincoln

James Proctor II
McWane, Inc.

Birmingham

Ken Tucker
The Boeing Company

Huntsville

Barry Whatley
Craftmaster Printers, Inc.

Auburn

Ex Officio Members
W. Michael Bailey
President
Alabama Technology Network

Mark Brazeal
President
Alabama Automotive Manufacturers Association

Jim Byard
Director
Alabama Department of Economic and  
Community Affairs

Ed Castile
Director
Alabama Industrial Development Training 
Institute

Susan Price
Interim Chancellor 

Alabama Community College System

Jeff Thompson
Executive Director
Alabama Aerospace Industry Association

BCA’s Manufacturing Advocacy Council

Left: BEST Robotics students Justin Poiroux and Lucas Donivan demon-
strate Davidson High School’s winning robot from the 2011 BEST Robotics 
competitions as their teacher Mike Fletcher discusses the program with 
the BCA’s Manufacturing Advocacy Council at the June meeting.

Above: MAC members Ken Tucker of The Boeing Company, Barry What-
ley of Craftmaster Printers, Inc., Ray Perez of Honda Manufacturing of 
Alabama, LLC, Ed Castile, director of the Alabama Industrial Development 
Training Institute, Michael Bailey, ATN president, Dick Anderson of Huron 
Valley Steel Corp., and Mark Brazeal, president of the Alabama Automo-
tive Manufacturers Association, were in attendance at the June 2012 meet-
ing of BCA’s Manufacturing Advocacy Council.
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Above: Donald Keeler, Austal USA vice 
president of human resources, accepted the 
2012 Large Manufacturer of the Year Award 
on behalf of Austal USA.  Alabama Attor-
ney General Luther Strange, ATN President 
Michael Bailey, representing the 2011 Large 
Manufacturer of the Year Hyundai Motor 
Manufacturing Alabama, Hyundai’s Vice 
President of Production Ashley Frye, and 
BCA President and CEO William Canary 
presented the award.

Large Manufacturer of the Year
Austal USA - Mobile

Austal is the world’s largest builder 
of high-speed aluminum ships and is 
a leading supplier of ships to the U.S. 
Navy. Employing more than 2,800 men 
and women at its 125-acrea waterfront 
facility in Mobile, Austal brings a new 
dimension in high-speed transport, uti-
lizing the company’s leading edge light-
weight aluminum design fabrication 
technology and capabilities.

Begun in 1999 as a joint venture be-
tween Austal Ltd. of Henderson, West-
ern Australia, and Bender Shipbuilding 
& Repair Company of Mobile, Ala-
bama, Austal USA was created to reach 

the commercial and defense aluminum 
vessel market in the United States. 

Austal USA builds large aluminum 
vessels, including: naval surface com-
batants, theater support vessels, patrol 
boats, high-speed passenger ferries, 
high-speed vehicle/passenger ferries, 
fast crew/supply vessels, dinner cruise 
yachts, cruise yachts and other special-
ized-role vessels. 

Whether Austal vessels are required 
to transport large numbers of passen-
gers and cars, perform surveillance and 
defense activities, or provide a platform 
for recreation and entertainment, Austal 
recognizes, and is strongly committed 
to, the importance of customization.

Austal USA has received multiple 
awards for safety and performance, 
and in 2004, the U.S. Navy awarded it 
a contract worth more than $3.5 million 
for the construction of up to 10 Littoral 
Combat Ships. 

2012 Large Manufacturer of the Year
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Medium Manufacturer of  
the Year
Daikin America, Inc. – Decatur

For almost a century, since 1924, 
Daikin has been a world leader in the 
development, manufacture and sales of 
fluoropolymers, fluoroelastomers, fluo-
rochemicals, and fluorocoatings.  Head-
quartered in Osaka, Japan, Daikin is re-
nowned for innovation, quality products 
and customer commitment, manufactur-
ing products used virtually everywhere 
in industry, homes and even space.

The Daikin plant located in Decatur 
is the company’s only U.S. manufac-
turing site.  The 350 men and women 
employed at Daikin’s Decatur plant  
manufacture 11 chemical products rang-

ing from R22, a refrigerant gas, to Op-
Tool DSX, a specialized polymer that 
resists fingerprints on glass. 

A shining star among Alabama manu-
facturers, Daikin America fosters rela-
tionships with Alabama suppliers in an 
effort to support the state’s economy.

The Decatur plant has had more than 
$67.6 million in capital investment dur-
ing the past five years, including a 200 
kilowatt-capacity project undertaken to 
provide clean, renewable electricity to 
the Tennessee Valley Authority power 
grid. This is the largest such commer-
cial installation in Alabama to date and 
includes capacity expansion of several 
product lines, as well as generation of 
solar energy using Daikin products.

As the world changes, Daikin remains 
at the forefront of the fluorocarbon in-
dustry with constant innovation in the 
products it develops, as well as the ser-
vice and support behind them.

Daikin America’s David Hendrixson, vice 
president and plant manager (center with 
award) accepted the 2012 Medium Manufac-
turer of the Year on behalf of Daikin America. 
Also pictured (l to r) are: William Canary, 
BCA president and CEO; Michael Bailey, ATN 
president; Val Ray, Dakin America director 
of operations, Forrest Keith, Daikin America 
community relations and general affairs man-
ager; Anita Archie, BCA senior vice president 
of intergovernmental affairs, advocacy and 
communications/legal advisor; and Carl 
Jamison, BCA 1st vice chair.

2012 Medium Manufacturer of the Year
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Sen. Trip Pittman addresses the Tax and Fiscal Policy Com-
mittee; below, Committee Chairman Marty Abroms discusses 

the agenda as BCA staff member Victor Vernon looks on.

Steven Marimberga (second from right), 
quality manager for Cascades Sonoco, and 
Emmanuel Boullay (far right), plant manager 
for Cascades Sonoco’s Birmingham opera-
tions, accepted the 2012 Small Manufacturer 
of the Year Award on behalf of Cascades 
Sonoco. BCA President and CEO William 
Canary, Curtis Lewey of Applied Chemical 
Technology, the 2011 Small Manufacturer of 
the Year, ATN President Michael Bailey and 
Alabama Attorney General Luther Strange 
presented the award.

Small Manufacturer of the Year
Cascades Sonoco - Birmingham

A joint venture between tissue prod-
ucts maker Cascades Inc. and packaging 
provider Sonoco Products Ltd., Cas-
cades Sonoco is the largest manufacturer 
of paper mill roll packaging products in 
North America.

With a market traditionally tied to the 
declining newsprint industry, the Bir-
mingham plant has redefined itself with 
a new line of environmentally friendly 
products that have a variety of applica-
tions from restaurant to-go containers, 
including the ones used across the coun-

try by Whole Foods grocery stores, to 
boxes used to collect harvested produce. 

The parent companies were early 
pioneers in waste recycling and envi-
ronmental sustainability – long before 
such practices became fashionable or 
profitable – and the 65-team members 
employed at Cascades Sonoco’s Bir-
mingham plant are also stewards of the 
environment. Cascades Sonoco incorpo-
rates more than 70 percent of recycled 
fibers into its products and is the 5th 
leading collector, processor and mar-
keter for recyclable materials in North 
America. 

2012 Small Manufacturer of the Year
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for more information visit bcatoday.org


