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BIRMINGHAM – The Business 
Council of Alabama’s 2014 Chairman’s 
Dinner, attended by more than 900 
guests, was the most successful of the 
BCA’s annual meetings.

Annual Chairman’s Dinners are an op-
portunity for BCA members to be recog-
nized for their involvement in advancing 
business interests and to raise funds for 
the BCA’s political arm, ProgressPAC.

“On behalf of the Business Council of 
Alabama’s officers and boards of direc-
tors, I thank you for your support, and 
I pledge our continued commitment to 
you and to Alabama’s business commu-
nity,” BCA President and CEO William 
J. Canary said. “It goes without saying 
that this Chairman’s Dinner would not be 
possible without your generosity.”

The guest speaker at the Chairman’s 
Dinner, held at the Sheraton Hotel ball-
room on Oct. 7, was former two-term 
Florida governor and possible presiden-
tial candidate Jeb Bush. He was enthu-
siastically received and was applauded 
numerous times during his inspiring ad-

dress that revealed his devotion to educa-
tion excellence.

BCA Chairman Fred McCallum pre-
sented the 2014 BCA Chairman’s Award 
to Alabama State Board of Education 
member Mary Scott Hunter for her dis-
tinguished record of service and her 
steadfast support of Alabama’s College 
and Career Ready Standards.

“Attracting and retaining good jobs 
and raising the net worth of Alabama 
households through quality education 
are always at the forefront of her ef-
forts,” said McCallum, who is president 
of AT&T Alabama.

Hunter was elected to the state school 
board in 2010 and was unopposed in 
November. “I believe that our long-term 
prosperity will rise or fall on the strength 
of education and whether or not we make 
smart, strategic education reform that’s 
right for Alabama,” she said.

BCA First Vice Chairman and Pro-
gressPac Chairman Marty Abroms, 
president and managing shareholder of 
Abroms & Associates PC in Florence, 
presented the Robert “Bubba” Lee Politi-

cal Courage Award to 2011 BCA Chair-
man Will Brooke. 

Abroms also thanked generous Chair-
man’s Dinner sponsors. “Your contri-
butions are invaluable in supporting 

Former Florida Governor Jeb Bush Headlined  
The Best-Attended BCA Chairman’s Dinner

The 2014 BCA Chairman’s Dinner speaker, 
former two-term Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, an-
swers questions from BCA Chairman Fred 
McCallum, following Bush’s highly informative 
speech to more than 900 dinner attendees. 



the work of this organization as it strives to build a stronger 
and more productive pro-business environment in Alabama,” 
Abroms said.

McCallum presented former Alabama Revenue Commissioner 

and Labor Commissioner Tom Surtees with the BCA Distin-
guished Service and Leadership Award. “You are a longtime 
friend of the business community and we salute you for a job 
well done,” McCallum said of Surtees.

In a video address, U.S. Chamber of Commerce President and 
CEO Tom Donohue praised McCallum’s leadership. “We must 
advance our agenda of economic opportunity,” Donohue said.

McCallum delivered an all-encompassing speech that cov-
ered the last four years of pro-business success in the Legisla-
ture and he thanked members for their involvement and support 
of the BCA, Alabama’s leading business advocacy organization. 

“Each and every one of you who make up the Business Coun-
cil of Alabama has worked to create a climate where businesses 
can reach our full potential and create better lives for all Ala-
bamians,” McCallum said. “At BCA’s core is a member-driven 
legislative agenda that ensures that, year in and year out, we 
remain cognizant of and responsive to the needs of you, our 
members.”

McCallum restated the BCA’s support for College and Ca-
reer Ready Standards. “Put simply, these standards will help our 
children succeed in school and in life,” he said.

McCallum reminded BCA members that the BCA team in-
cludes The Partnership with the Chamber of Commerce Associa-
tion of Alabama that is “now going even stronger in its 11th year,” 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the National Association of 
Manufacturers. “Together we boldly represent and fight for our 
local, state, and national business interests,” he said.

McCallum said the past four years were the most productive in 
the BCA’s history for influencing the direction of education, par-
ticularly workforce development, early childhood learning, the 
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2011 BCA Chairman Will Brooke 
Honored With Robert “Bubba” 
Lee Political Courage Award

At the Oct. 7 Business Council of Alabama Chairman’s Din-
ner, Will Brooke, the 2011 BCA chairman and the 2010 chair-
man of ProgressPaC, was awarded the Robert “Bubba” Lee 
Political Courage Award by BCA First Vice Chairman and 
ProgressPac Chairman Marty Abroms, president and managing 
shareholder of Abroms & Associates PC in Florence.

The award is given annually to someone who is willing to 
take a correct position, no matter the cost, Abroms said.

Brooke is a business administration graduate of the Univer-
sity of Alabama and graduated from the University of Alabama 
law school.

He was in private law practice before joining Harbert Man-
agement Corp. where he serves as executive vice president and 
senior partner.

1. Former Florida Governor Jeb Bush visits with BCA officers and se-
lect members in a private roundtable meeting before the evening’s 
festivities as Fred McCallum, BCA’s chairman, looks on.
2. BCA President and CEO William J. Canary thanks 2014 Chairman’s 
Dinner attendees for their support and promises continued commit-
ment to Alabama’s business community. 
3. BCA 1st Vice Chairman and ProgressPAC Chairman Marty Abroms, 
president and managing shareholder of Abroms & Associates in Flor-
ence, right, presents the Robert “Bubba” Lee Political Courage Award 
to 2011 BCA Chairman Will Brooke, third from left. With the pair are 
2014 BCA Chairman Fred McCallum, left, and Lee. 
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creation of scholarships, and tax credits 
for parents who move their children from 
failing schools.

In the legislative arena, McCallum said, 
the BCA enjoyed the passage of 67 pro-
business bills, resolutions, or constitu-
tional amendments, capped by the March 
update of the original Taxpayers Bill of 
Rights. TBOR II, as the update signed by 
Governor Robert Bentley is called, cre-
ated the independent Alabama Tax Tribu-
nal, which began operating Oct. 1.

McCallum said creation of the Busi-
ness Education Alliance of Alabama un-
der the leadership of former State School 
Superintendent Dr. Joe Morton and for-
mer House Ways and Means Education 
Committee Chairman Jay Love was a 
significant business-backed education 
initiative.

“The good news is that a positive dia-
logue among educational and legislative 
leaders has begun, and we, the business 
community, will support these efforts in 
every way we can,” McCallum said.

The highlight of the evening was for-
mer Governor Bush. He updated the au-
dience about his father, former President 
George H.W. Bush, his brother, former 
President George W. Bush, and his moth-
er, the irrepressible former First Lady 
Barbara Bush.

Bush noted that the pessimistic nation-
al discussion derives from the fact that 
young men and women may be the first 
generation in American history to face a 
lower standard of living than their parents.

He prescribed a cure – deal with “ex-
traordinary” health care costs, reform en-
titlement programs, simplify regulations, 
reform a “complex tax code,” promote an 
energy policy based on abundant North 
American energy sources, fix a broken 
immigration system to make it “economi-
cally driven,” and reform education.

Bush said he believes “the future of 
this country is extraordinarily bright” but 
“we have to fix our problems.”

He challenged the Alabama business 
community to lead the way to promote 
early childhood literacy and promote 
school choice. “We have to get education 
right and if we do this country will soar,” 
Bush said.

The Business Council of Alabama’s 
2014 Chairman’s Dinner included the 
presentation of a significant award to Ala-
bama Board of Education member Mary 
Scott Hunter of Huntsville.

BCA Chairman Fred McCallum present-
ed the 2014 Chairman’s Award to Hunter 
for her distinguished record of service and 
her steadfast support of Alabama’s College 
and Career Ready Standards. 

McCallum described Hunter as a “ser-
vant leader” who has been relentless in 
support for the Alabama College and Ca-
reer Ready Standards. Hunter has often 
been a lone voice in support of the new, 
tougher Alabama benchmarks of profi-
ciency that will better prepare students for 
success after graduation.

“Attracting and retaining good jobs and 
raising the net worth of Alabama house-
holds through quality education are always 
at the forefront of her efforts,” said McCal-
lum, the president of AT&T Alabama.

Hunter said the 2014 Chairman’s Award 
was “absolutely a pleasant surprise” but it 
really belongs to all who worked just as 
hard and who haven’t been publicly rec-
ognized. “You don’t look for recognition 
but it’s just really nice when your work is 
recognized,” she said.

Hunter said the College and Career 
Ready Standards will help Alabama stu-
dents create prosperity “like we’ve never 
seen.” The standards “level the playing 
field and are a great opportunity for a state 

like Alabama,” she said.
Hunter said Alabama can leverage in-

ternal resources and capitalize on business 
involvement in education to become a top 
education state.

“The greatest thing about what’s hap-
pening now is that business and education 
are absolutely at the table together, talking 
about what each other needs, how they 
can support one another and help each 
other’s goals,” she said. “I believe that our 
long-term prosperity will rise or fall on the 
strength of education and whether or not 
we make smart, strategic education reform 
that is right for Alabama.”

The Business Council of Alabama sup-
ports and advocates for the Alabama Col-
lege and Career Ready Standards.

Hunter was elected to the state school 
board in 2010 in District 8. She had no op-
position on the Nov. 4 ballot for a second, 
four-year term.

After graduating from the University of 
Alabama and its law school, Hunter was 
commissioned as a U.S. Air Force lieu-
tenant. She served in the Judge Advocate 
General Corps and had overseas tours to 
Korea and Germany and a 2001 wartime 
deployment to Kuwait.

Mary Scott Hunter Receives  
BCA’s 2014 Chairman’s Award

Above, BCA Chairman Fred McCallum, 
President of AT&T Alabama, presents state 
School Board member Mary Scott Hunter 
with the 2014 Chairman’s Award for her 
distinguished service and steadfast support 
of the Alabama College and Career Ready 
Standards.
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THAnkS To THe inveSToRS oF BCA’S CARRyinG THe FLAG CAMPAiGn!
you made the 2014 Chairman’s Dinner Possible
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SuPPoRTeR
ABH Enterprises, Inc. 

Admiral Movers, Inc.

Alabama Association  
of School Boards

alacare Home Health & Hospice

Albemarle Corporation/Martin Farm

American Cast Iron Pipe Company

BP America

Butler Snow

China Doll Rice and Beans, Inc./

Dixie Lily

Cliff’s Natural Resources

Collateral Holdings, Ltd.

Dixie Pulp & Paper, Inc.

DT Freight Company, Inc.

Eufaula Agency, Inc.

Fred Blackwell Roofing 

General & Automotive Machine Shop

Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood, Inc.

The Greater Jackson County Chamber 
of Commerce

Hoar Program Management

Johnstone, Adams, Bailey,  
Gordon & Harris

Leavell Investment Management, Inc.

Life + Legacy Benefits, Inc.

McGriff Industries, Inc.

Mobile Gas Services Corporation

Motion Industries, Inc.

One Stop Manufacturing

Osborn & Associates Merrill Lynch 

Patco Electrical Contractors, Inc.

Phifer Incorporated

Polyengineering, Inc.

Preston Properties

South Baldwin Chamber  
of Commerce 

Valley Budweiser, Inc.

Wallace State Community College – 
Hanceville

Webb Concrete & Building  
Materials, Inc.

exeCuTive
3M

Alabama REALTORS, Inc.

Alabama Self-Insured  
Worker’s Comp. Fund

Aliant Bank

Altec Industries, Inc.

B. R. Williams Trucking, Inc.

Balch & Bingham LLP

The Boeing Company

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP

Coleman World Group

Harbert Management Corporation

HealthSouth Corporation

Hyundai Motor Manufacturing 
Alabama, LLC

International Shipholding Corporation

Ligon Industries

Maynard Cooper & Gale P.C.

Mercedes-Benz U.S. International

Michelin North America

Parker Towing Company, Inc.

Rheem Water Heating

Saiia Construction Company, LLC

Scholarships for Kids

State Farm Insurance Company

Thompson Caterpillar

Verizon Wireless, Inc.

Volkert, Inc.

Vulcan Materials Company

Wilmer & Lee, P.A.

SMALL BuSineSS 
Abroms & Associates, P.C.

ALFA

Baker Donelson

Birmingham Business Alliance

Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC

fi-Plan Partners, LLC

Grede II, LLC

Honda Manufacturing of Alabama, LLC

Huron Valley Steel Corp.

JamisonMoneyFarmer PC

JM Family Enterprises, Inc.

Lyons HR, Inc.

Natural Decorations, Inc.

Paper & Chemical Supply

Pfizer

Public Financial 

Management, Inc.

Raytheon Company

Shoals Chamber of Commerce

SPOC Automation

Stewart Lubricants & Service Co., Inc.

Sunny King Automotive Group

Toyota Motor Manufacturing Alabama

University of Alabama System

Warren Averett, LLC

Xtreme Concepts, Inc.

inveSToR
AAA Cooper Transportation

Alabama Road Builders Association

Austal USA

Boise Paper

Henry Brick Company, Inc.

Intuitive Research 

Technology Corporation

Jemison Investment Company, Inc

Kemp Management Solutions

McCartney Construction Co., LLC

Norfolk Southern Corporation

O’Neal Steel, Inc.

PNC Bank

Progress Rail Services Corporation

Russell Management Group, LLC

ServisFirst Bank

Springhill Memorial Hospital

Synovus Financial Corporation

Wise Alloys, LLC

PReSiDenTiAL


