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Business Council of Alabama Chair-
man Carl Jamison told the 2013 Chair-
man’s Dinner attendees that Alabama’s 
first truly pro-business Legislature is 
helping build an economic platform that 
will allow business to succeed.

Addressing more than 800 business 
and elected leaders at the Sept. 30 event 
in Birmingham, Jamison, of Jamison-
MoneyFarmer PC in Tuscaloosa, 
thanked BCA members for supporting 
a pro-business environment and back-
ing the BCA agenda that maintains a 
business-friendly Alabama.

“Since helping elect Alabama’s first 
truly pro-business Legislature, the 
Business Council of Alabama has been 
working to build an economic structure 
that allows Alabama businesses to reach 
our full potential,” Jamison said. “Our 
mission is driven by core values that 
help guide the creation, by our mem-
bers, of a legislative agenda that ad-
dresses the needs of the business com-
munity as seen through their very eyes.”

The annual Chairman’s Dinner is 
an opportunity to highlight BCA ac-
tivities, engage with dynamic speakers, 
and network with business leaders and 
elected leaders from all corners of the 
state.  Chamber of Commerce Associa-
tion President and CEO Jeremy Arthur 
introduced guests Lt. Gov. Kay Ivey, 
House Speaker Mike Hubbard, Senate 
President Pro Tem Del Marsh, State 
Treasurer Young Boozer, and Agricul-
ture Commissioner John McMillan.

BCA President and CEO William J. 
Canary said the annual dinner is the op-
portunity to note achievements of the 
past year and honor those who made 

them possible. “It goes without saying 
that the Chairman’s Dinner would not 
be possible without your generosity,” 
Canary told attendees.

The Chairman’s Dinner at the Shera-
ton Hotel ballroom featured former Ar-
kansas Governor, television and radio 
host Mike Huckabee, and renowned 
retired neurosurgeon Dr. Benjamin Car-
son as speakers.

Huckabee backed Common Core 
State education standards, saying that 
Common Core standards set consistent 
goals in math and English with teaching 
methods being reserved for states. The 
standards, which BCA supports, ensure 
that high school graduates are college 
and career ready. Common Core helps 
recruit out-of-state and international 
businesses and helps make schools 
more competitive.

“The Common Core State Standards 
are the first step in providing our young 

people with a high-quality education,” 
Huckabee said. “It should be clear to 
every student, parent, and teacher what 
the standards of success are in every 
school.”

Carson delved into his philosophy, 
national politics, and the Affordable 
Care Act known as Obamacare. “The 
only way we are going to get this coun-
try back … is to back people who are 
willing to fight so that health care can 
remain in the hands of the patient and 
health care providers and not taken over 
by the government,” he said.

Carson surprised the audience with 
the revelation that the Internal Rev-
enue Service took notice of him after 
a speech earlier this year critical of 
President Barack Obama’s priorities, 
but didn’t find anything. “I did, by the 
way, have my first encounter with the 
IRS this year, not surprisingly, after the 
prayer breakfast,” Carson said.

Carson, Huckabee Headline BCA’s 2013 Chairman’s Dinner
Business Education Alliance Promoted

Former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee and Dr. Ben Carson were the main attraction at 
BCA’s 2013 Chairman’s Dinner.
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As is the chairman’s prerogative, 
Jamison presented the 2013 Chairman’s 
Award to Republican U.S. Sen. Jeff 
Sessions and U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby, 
who were unable to attend due to the 
ongoing budget debate in Washington, 
D.C. Jamison said he and BCA leaders 
will present the award to them in Wash-
ington.

Jamison ends his one-year chairman’s 
term this month and will be succeeded 
by BCA First-Vice President and Pro-
gressPAC President Fred McCallum, 
president of AT&T Alabama.

McCallum thanked those who helped 
“build a stronger and more productive 
pro-business environment in Alabama.” 
“BCA’s success truly depends on your 
support,” McCallum said.

McCallum presented the inaugural 
Robert “Bubba” Lee Political Courage 
Award to former BCA Chairman and 

Mayor-elect Sandy Stimpson of Mo-
bile. Lee is a founding member of the 
BCA. “The Bubba Lee Political Cour-
age Award will be awarded annually to 
someone who is willing to take a po-
sition that’s right, no matter the cost,” 
McCallum said.

Jamison said Stimpson three years 
ago as BCA chairman accepted the 
challenge to elect pro-business legisla-
tors in the 2010 election cycle. The feat 
was accomplished and control changed 
in both houses for the first time in 136 
years.

During Jamison’s tenure, an impor-
tant business-education organization 
was created – the Business Education 
Alliance of Alabama headed by retired 
state School Superintendent Dr. Joe 
Morton and former state Rep. Jay Love, 
R-Montgomery.

Jamison said while much was ac-

complished in 2013, “there is still much 
work to do.”

“We will continue to fight for legal 
reform, workmen’s comp reform, tax-
payer bill of rights, education reforms, 
and fight against burdensome regula-
tions and attempts to limit employers’ 
freedom to implement employment-at-
will policies,” he said.

1. 

2. 3. 

1. It was a packed house at the Sheraton Bir-
mingham for BCA’s annual Chairman’s Dinner in 
October featuring Mike Huckabee and Dr. Ben  
Carson.

2. BCA First Vice Chair Fred McCallum asks a 
question of former Arkansas Governor Mike 
Huckabee and Dr. Ben Carson during a private 
roundtable meeting with BCA officers and se-
lect BCA members.

3. Former BCA Chairman and Mobile Mayor-
elect Sandy Stimpson (center) was award the 
Robert “Bubba” Lee Political Courage Award. 
From left to right are BCA President and CEO 
William J. Canary, BCA 1st Vice Chairman Fred 
McCallum, Stimpson, Robert “Bubba” Lee, and 
BCA Chairman Carl Jamison.
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Business Council of Alabama Chairman Carl T. Jamison of 
Tuscaloosa started out to become an engineer so he could join 
his uncle’s construction firm rather than the family accounting 
firm begun by his grandfather in 1920. But after one year of 
pre-engineering classes at the University of Alabama, Jamison 
realized that none of his siblings was destined for accounting, 
so he made a fortuitous decision.

Jamison switched majors after his freshman year, became 
an accountant, and in 1981 became the third generation of 
Jamisons in the accounting firm of JamisonMoneyFarmer PC 
of Tuscaloosa. It’s an accounting, tax, and consulting firm 
which serves privately held businesses and their owners, and 
individuals throughout the South.

Jamison, a Certified Public Accountant, made partner in 
1987. Today, he is on the executive committee of the success-
ful firm that employs almost 100 professionals and support 
personnel. Jamison has always been involved in civic and uni-
versity volunteer service like the UA President’s Cabinet, and 
is a longtime board member of the Tuscaloosa County Indus-

trial Development Authority.  In fact, he is a past chairman of 
the TCIDA.

In 2010, a local attorney suggested that Jamison should re-
place her as chairman of the ProgressPAC Regional Advisory 
Committee.

RAC chairs also serve on the board of directors of Progress-
PAC. The pivotal year for ProgressPAC was 2010 when it 
helped elect a super-majority Republican and business-friend-
ly Legislature along with a pro-business governor, Robert 
Bentley. “In the election cycle in 2010, we had a great victory 
in the Legislature,” Jamison said. 

“No one ever thought we’d get a supermajority in both 
houses,” he said. “In the least we were thinking in the House if 
it was not a majority then we’d get enough to where we could 
have some pro-business Democrats. The supermajority this 
quadrennium has been able to pass a lot of legislation without 
getting bogged down with bickering.”

Jamison Chairmanship Ends With a Year of Progress, 
Brought Business Education Alliance to Fruition

2. 
1. BCA Chairman Carl Jamison addresses the crowd at BCA’s 2013 
Chairman’s Dinner. 

2. Alabama Governor Robert Bentley shares a laugh with BCA Chair-
man Carl Jamison during BCA’s 2013 Reception Saluting State Leaders.

1. 

“Carl has been a tremendous leader for the BCA 
over the course of the last year,” BCA President 
and CEO William J. Canary said. “His innate un-
derstanding and advocacy of issues ranging from 
tax policy and education, to the environment 
and legal reform, has helped position Alabama’s 
business community for many more years of  
economic growth and success.”
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Shortly thereafter, Jamison informed BCA President and 
CEO William J. Canary that if there were a spot on the BCA 
board he’d like to be considered. Coincidentally, the 2011 
BCA Chairman, Will Brooke, was Jamison’s Big Brother in 
their fraternity in college. Instant connection.

Jamison swiftly rose through the BCA ranks. He was named 
the 2012 ProgressPAC chairman and last December the BCA’s 
chairman for 2013. Traditionally BCA chairs assume office at 
the BCA’s annual meeting in December and serve until the 
following December.

“I’ve had a ball with it,” Jamison said. “My prime goal, 
since the organization itself from a staff perspective was so 
well run and the volunteer leadership was set well before I 
came along, was not to mess anything up.”

He didn’t. During his involvement in the BCA, Jamison saw 
reforms in ethics, teacher tenure, and public pensions. Chal-
lenges remain on the legislative front, he said - legal reform, 
workmen’s compensation reform, a taxpayer’s bill of rights, 
continued education reforms, and fighting burdensome regula-
tions and attempts to limit an employer’s freedom to imple-
ment employment-at-will policies.

Canary said Jamison provided significant guidance on cru-
cial business issues.

“Carl has been a tremendous leader for the BCA over the 
course of the last year,” Canary said. “His innate understand-
ing and advocacy of issues ranging from tax policy and edu-
cation, to the environment and legal reform, has helped posi-
tion Alabama’s business community for many more years of  

economic growth and success.”
In an interview, Jamison discussed a significant event that 

began prior to his chairmanship but which came to fruition on 
his watch – the Business Education Alliance of Alabama.

The BEA had been in the works for several years. It was 
announced at the BCA’s Governmental Affairs Conference in 
July as an organization to “provide objective research and sup-
port for proven and innovative education programs” and “ad-
vocate for the implementation of new and needed education 
reforms, such as public charter schools and expanded school 
choice options.”

In other words, foster relationships between business, the 
consumer of the products of Alabama’s education system, and 
other facets of education.  “I hope that part of what the BEA is 
going to do is help educate businesses on how important their 
involvement in quality education reform is,” Jamison said.

Former state School Superintendent Joe Morton was named 
BEA chairman and president and former House Ways and 
Means Education Fund Chairman Jay Love of Montgomery 
was named finance chairman.

“Our goals are to improve education and improve the lev-
el of what students are doing starting with pre-kindergarten 
programs,” Jamison said. “We think it’s a good investment. 
Employers, especially the ones bringing in a lot of employ-
ees from other locales, want a good education system for their 
children, and then they also look at it as a system to train future 
workers.”

Jamison said top legislation passed since 2010 includes eth-
ics reform and the rolling reserve budget act for the Education 
Trust Fund, which pays for public schools, and streamlining 
state agencies.

But challenges remain, he said.
“2014 is a huge year for the legislative and state office elec-

tions,” he said. “If you can solidify a pro-business majority 
in a second election, it sends a message to leadership affirm-
ing what they’ve been doing is correct and gives a foundation 
for economic growth. The challenge for business is that our 
economy is still underperforming. Economic growth is a huge 
issue.”

Jamison looked back at a successful term that he just “didn’t 
want to mess up.”

“As chairman, it has been an honor and a privilege to work 
with an excellent dedicated staff, a group of volunteer leaders 
and elected officials that truly care about Alabama.  I hope 
people look back and say that we changed the trajectory of 
Alabama for the positive,” he said. 

BCA Chairman Carl Jamison moderates a roundtable discussion with 
National Association of Manufacturers President and CEO Jay Tim-
mons (center) as BCA’s Manufacturing Advocacy Council Co-Chair 
Ronnie Boles, of General Automotive and Machine Shop in Hunts-
ville, looks on. Timmons was the keynote speaker at the fourth annual 
BCA/CCAA annual meeting.


