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The 2017 Business Council of Alabama’s Chairman’s Din-
ner in Birmingham attended by nearly 1,000 members and 
guests was a celebration of past accomplishments, a look to 
a bright future, and a commanding performance by the fea-
tured speaker, retired U.S. Army Gen. David Petraeus.

The Sept. 20 dinner marked achievements of the past 

year, included awards to two deserving individuals, honored 
those who made accomplishments possible, and in Gen. 
Petraeus, featured an outstanding American hero who has 
served his nation in both military and civilian roles.

In addition to being a retired four-star general, Petraeus 
also was a director of the Central Intelligence Agency and is 
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now a businessman and public speaker.
BCA President and CEO William J. Ca-

nary thanked attendees and sponsors and 
then introduced BCA Chairman Jeff Cole-
man, president and CEO of Coleman World-
wide Moving in Dothan.

“I’d like to echo the comments from ear-
lier tonight and thank each of you who sup-
ported tonight’s event so generously,” Canary 
said. “We thank you for your commitment to 
building a better Alabama.”

Coleman presented the annual Chair-
man’s Award to U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt, 
R-Haleyville, a “long-time friend of the BCA.”

“He has been a tireless advocate not only 
for Alabama’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict, but an advocate for the entire state of 
Alabama,” Coleman said. “He has exhibited 
courage with his unwavering commitment to 
economic development, job creation, and na-
tional security.

“He has a keen understanding of the 
state’s ability to expand our workforce by fos-
tering a business climate that creates good 
jobs,” Coleman said.

In accepting the award, Rep. Aderholt 
said he has observed the BCA for more than 
20 years.

“The BCA does what it can to create jobs 
and make Alabama a good place to live,” he 

said. “I’m very honored to have this award.”
The annual dinner raises funds for Pro-

gressPAC and awareness for the BCA’s elec-
tion efforts in 2018 when all constitutional 
officers, the entire 140-member Legislature, 
and numerous appellate court races will be 
on statewide and regional ballots.

Coleman reminded the audience that 
legislative success happens when the right 
people are elected. “That’s what our politi-
cal action is all about,” he said, “enabling the 
business community to elect, defend, defeat, 
and recruit candidates based on whether they 
put the private sector first.”

BCA First Vice Chairman Perry Hand, 
chairman and CEO of Vulcan Inc. in Mobile 
and chairman of ProgressPAC, thanked the 
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1: The 2017 Chairman’s Dinner 

attended by nearly 1,000 BCA 

members and guests included 

the presentation of awards, 

a review of past activities, 

and a forward look at next 

year’s political season. The 

annual dinner raises funds for 

ProgressPAC and awareness 

for the BCA’s election efforts. 

Next year, all constitutional 

officers, the entire 140-member 

Legislature, and numerous 

appellate court races will be on 

statewide and regional ballots.

2: Titus, Alabama, 10th-grader 

Sarah Grace Chandler loaned 

her beautiful voice to God Bless 

America and the National Anthem.

3: BCA Chairman Jeff Coleman, 

right, president and CEO of 

Coleman Worldwide Moving 

in Dothan, presents the 

Chairman’s Award to U.S. Rep. 

Robert Aderholt, R-Haleyville, 

a “long-time friend of the BCA.” 

Coleman said Rep. Aderholt 

has been a tireless advocate 

not only for Alabama’s Fourth 

Congressional District, but also 

for the entire state. He has a 

keen understanding of the state’s 

ability to expand our workforce by 

fostering a business climate that 

creates good jobs. The Chairman’s 

Award is presented annually.
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dinner’s generous sponsors without whom 
the event would not be possible.

Hand, a former Alabama highway direc-
tor and state senator, said event contribu-
tions, where allowed, will be invaluable in 
supporting BCA work as it continues working 
to build a more promising future for all Al-
abamians. “BCA’s success truly depends on 
your support,” Hand said.

Hand remained on the stage as BCA 
Chairman Emeritus Robert W. “Bubba” Lee 
presented the Bubba Lee Political Courage 
Award to BCA member Protective Life Corp.’s 
Deborah Long.

 “She has shown through her support that 
she cares about the Alabama business com-
munity, and she values the role we play and 
the jobs we create,” Hand said of Long. “She 
has been a distinguished member of the Al-
abama and Birmingham business communi-
ties for nearly three decades.”

In accepting, Long said it is “such a plea-
sure” to work with the BCA. “A united busi-
ness community can accomplish worthwhile 
goals,” she said.

Long joined Protective Life Corp. in 1992 
and serves as executive vice president, chief 
legal officer, and secretary. She has been active 

in legal issues affecting the business and legal 
community and the insurance industry.

Long has served as chair of the BCA’s Ju-
dicial and Legal Reform Committee, on the 
Tax and Fiscal Policy Committee, the Feder-
al Affairs Committee, and on ProgressPAC’s 
board of directors.

The Bubba Lee Political Courage Award is 
given annually to someone who is willing to 
take a position that’s right, no matter the cost.

Coleman thanked BCA members who 
help work to create a pro-business climate 
where business can reach its full potential 
and create better lives for all Alabamians. 
The BCA partners with the Chamber of Com-
merce Association of Alabama, a network of 
more than 1 million working Alabamians, the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the National 
Association of Manufacturers.

“The BCA is committed to making the Al-
abama of tomorrow a place where all students 
receive the very best education and business-
es seek to locate,” he said.

Coleman said, however, that Alabama’s 
aging and crumbling infrastructure not only 
slows Alabama’s progress but also reduc-
es productivity, undermines our ability to 
move products in and out of our state, hurts 

4: BCA Treasurer and former 

BCA Chairman Charles Nailen 

Jr., president and owner of 

BBG Specialty Foods/Taco 

Bell in Dothan, introduced 

the Rev. John Coleman for the 

invocation. Nailen was chairman 

of the BCA in 2004. 

5: The Rev. John Coleman is 

executive vice president and 

general counsel of Coleman 

Worldwide Moving in Dothan and 

the brother of BCA Chairman Jeff 

Coleman. John Coleman holds 

a Master of Divinity from the 

General Theological Seminary 

of the Episcopal Church in New 

York City and has served Episcopal 

churches in various capacities 

throughout Alabama and the 

Florida panhandle. He served for 

seven years as Rector at Church 

of the Ascension in Montgomery 

and is currently a bi-vocational 

priest serving as assisting priest at 

Church of the Nativity in Dothan 

and St. John’s Episcopal Church in 

Tallahassee, Fla.  

6: BCA Chairman Emeritus 

Robert W. "Bubba" Lee, left, 

presents BCA member Protective 

Life Corp.’s Deborah Long 

with the Bubba Lee Political 

Courage Award. With them is 

BCA First Vice Chairman Perry 

Hand, chairman and CEO of 

Volkert Inc. in Mobile. Long is 

Protective Life’s executive vice 

president, chief legal officer, 

and secretary. The award is 

presented annually to someone 

who is willing to take a position 

that’s right, no matter the cost.
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economic development, and becomes more 
unsafe each day.

That’s why the BCA actively supports ef-
forts of the Alliance for Alabama’s Infrastruc-
ture, a grassroots advocacy organization that 
promotes financially responsible investment 
in Alabama’s roads and infrastructure.

“Providing a quality transportation sys-
tem for our businesses and our citizens is and 
always has been a non-partisan issue, one 
that has been addressed by leaders on both 
sides of the aisle,” Coleman said.

Coleman said finding commonsense solu-
tions to an aging infrastructure will remain a 

BCA legislative priority. “The more we delay, 
the more we pay,” he said.

Coleman thanked Governor Kay Ivey “for 
making this a priority.”

Coleman touted efforts of the 4-year-old 
Business Education Alliance of Alabama, 
which encourages active business community 
involvement in education. “Instead of creat-
ing a conflict between parents and education, 
we work to unite the two to better serve stu-
dents and parents,” he said.

The BEA at the BCA’s summer Govern-
mental Affairs Conference unveiled its fourth 
white paper – “Student Achievement Matters 
– The Future of Student Assessment is Now,” 
which builds on three previously released and 
nationally recognized BEA reports.

The BCA also supports Governor Ivey’s ed-
ucation initiative, “Strong Start, Strong Finish.”

“The BCA has taken a keen interest in act-
ing to ensure that well-educated employees 
leave the school system ready to begin careers 
or further their technical or education learn-
ing,” Coleman said.

Coleman spoke of embracing technolo-
gy, championing an efficient health system 
and protecting Alabama’s reputation against 
the ever-growing threat to over-legislate 
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7: BCA Chairman Emeritus 

Robert W. “Bubba” Lee, right, 

and his wife, Cheryl Lee, left, 

pose with Alabama Governor Kay 

Ivey. Governor Ivey supports state 

infrastructure improvements that 

is the central focus of the Alliance 

for Alabama’s Infrastructure.

8: BCA President and CEO 

William J. Canary thanked 

Chairman’s Dinner sponsors 

and attendees for their support. 

The Chairman’s Dinner marks 

achievements of the past year 

and honors those who make 

accomplishments possible. 

The Chairman’s Dinner would 

not be possible without the 

generous support of sponsors 

and BCA members.

9: BCA Chairman Jeff Coleman, 

right, joins Chairman’s Dinner 

speaker retired U.S. Army 

General David Petraeus on stage 

for a Q & A after his concise 

roundup of international politics. 

Petraeus, who led the “surge” 

in Afghanistan as supreme 

commander, said the United 

States will eventually withdraw 

from Afghanistan after defeating 

the Taliban so it can’t reestablish 

a sanctuary. Petraeus also served 

as the director of the Central 

Intelligence Agency.
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crippling health industry mandates that stifle 
growth and drive up the cost of services.

“Together we will continue to lead the 
charge for the business community, the pri-
vate sector, and free enterprise,” Coleman 
said. “By working together, and forging part-
nerships, we can help preserve our past ac-
complishments and create a future where 
Alabama’s business environment works to 
better our citizens, employees, investors, and 
companies that call Alabama home.”

Coleman introduced General Petraeus, who 
retired after 37 years on active duty and who was 
appointed CIA director by President Obama.

Petraeus delivered a concise roundup of 
international politics, including his assess-
ment of North Korean supreme leader Kim 
Jong-un, who threatens to attack the United 
States with nuclear weapons delivered by in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles.

“Kim is not suicidal,” Petraeus said, add-
ing that North Korea has the capability to 
strike the United States.

The key to non-belligerent relations with 
Kim is “through China. “We have got to get 
China’s attention and get them to do more.”

As for Russia, any response to its ambitions 

outside of Russia, has to be “forceful.”
Petraeus, who led the “surge” in Afghani-

stan as supreme commander, said eventually 
the United States will withdraw from Afghan-
istan. “At the end of the day the national in-
terest is defeating the Taliban so they can’t 
reestablish a sanctuary,” he said.

Petraeus spent several minutes answer-
ing questions from BCA members during a 
Q&A hosted by Coleman.

Chamber of Commerce of Alabama Pres-
ident and CEO Jeremy Arthur recognized 
special guests Governor Ivey, U.S. Sen. Luther 
Strange, R-Ala., Senate President Pro Tem 
Del Marsh, R-Anniston, House Speaker Mac 
McCutcheon, R-Huntsville, members of the 
Legislature, and state appellate judges.

Arthur also recognized members of his 
board of directors and the BCA’s board of 
directors.

BCA treasurer and former Chairman 
Charles Nailen, president and owner of BBG 
Specialty Foods Inc./Taco Bell in Dothan, intro-
duced the Rev. John Coleman, brother of BCA 
Chairman Jeff Coleman, and a partner in the 
family business, Coleman World Wide Moving 
in Dothan, for the invocation.    
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