
“Small Business Game Changer” with the Business Council of Alabama 
 

OFFICIAL CONTEST RULES 
 

I. Eligibility. 
The Business Council of Alabama (“BCA”)’s Small Business Game Changer 
Contest (the “Contest”) is open only to small businesses located in the state of 
Alabama and: 
a. Are BCA members in good standing (or will be by Contest closing date); 
b. Have 50 or fewer full-time employees (at time of Contest closing date); 
c. Whose owner (or employee with owner permission) that makes an entry 

into the Contest is a U.S. citizen and Alabama resident age nineteen (19) 
years or older; 

d. Submit an eligible essay entry (see Essay, below); and 
e. Agree to abide by the Official Contest Rules. 
 
To be a BCA member in good standing, the member must be current in their 
annual dues (starting at $500 for new small business members; existing 
members remain in good standing by continuing to pay their current annual 
dues rate) by the closing date of the Contest entry period, 5:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time on January 29, 2016.  If you have any questions about 
your membership status, please contact Elaine Fincannon at (800) 665-9647 
or elainef@bcatoday.org.   
 
BCA employees and members of their households or immediate families are 
not eligible to enter the Contest.  In the event of potential judge(s) 
participating in the Contest, those judges will be recused from judging entries 
and alternate judge(s) will be selected.   
 
Each entrant’s small business must be currently active, fully licensed, and in 
compliance with all relevant laws and regulations at the time of the Contest 
closing date.  Certain categories of businesses are ineligible to enter and 
explicitly restricted from participating in the Contest, including (but not 
limited to): hard liquor, gaming, religious organizations, adult entertainment, 
bars, feminine hygiene, erectile dysfunction products, and tobacco products.   
 

 
II. Essay. 

Each entry must be accompanied by an essay that accomplishes all of the 
following: 
a. Answers the following prompt: “Tell us in 150 words or less why a 2016 

Alabama football sponsorship would be a game changer for your small 
business.”; 

b. Is 150 words or less in length; 
c. Contains no offensive or inappropriate material; 
d. Is written in English; 



e. Contains only original thoughts and content not owned or published by 
someone other than the Contest entrant; and 

f. Contains no explicit mention or otherwise identifying information related 
to the name or identity of the entrant’s business, owner, or any employees. 

 
Essays that do not conform to the above requirements may be determined 
ineligible and thus disqualify the Contest entrant from winning or 
participating any further in the Contest. 

 
III. Judging Process and Criteria. 

a. Criteria.  Essays will be graded on the following basis:  
i. 50% creativity and originality; and 

ii. 50% on the values and principles expressed. 
 

b. Process.   
A panel of judges made up of the current chairman of the Business Council 
of Alabama, the Business Council of Alabama Small Business Committee 
chair(s), a representative of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, a 
representative of the National Association of Manufacturers, and the 
current chairman of the Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama 
will judge the essay entries.  The essays will be judged blindly on their 
content without any identifying information attached, other than 
randomly-assigned identifier numbers or letters.  In the event of potential 
judge(s) participating in the Contest, those judge(s) will be recused from 
judging entries and alternate judge(s) will be selected.  The essays will be 
assigned scores based on the criteria outlined in Section III (a) and 
ranked; this will be the sole method of determining a winner.  Essays will 
be judged in a single round of competition.  In the event of a tie, the 
highest scoring essays will be re-judged by the panel of judges using the 
same criteria until a winner is selected.  If the highest scoring submission 
is disqualified for any reason, the next-highest scoring submission that 
meets all Official Contest Rules and requirements will be selected.   

 
IV. Odds. 

The odds of winning will be determined by the number of eligible Contest 
entries, the skill of other entrants, and the results of judging.  A precise 
estimate of the odds of winning cannot be calculated.  Entries will be graded 
solely on the criteria outlined in Section III (a) by the panel of judges.  
THERE IS NO ENTRY FEE to enter the Contest, but only BCA members in 
good standing (see Section I) at the closing date of the Contest entry period 
(5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on January 29, 2016) are eligible to win the 
grand prize.  Additional purchases, payments, and/or higher-level BCA 
memberships will NOT increase your odds of winning.  Only one entry per 
small business will be accepted.   

 
V. Prize. 



One (1) grand prize will be awarded to the eligible contest entrant with the 
highest scoring essay.  The grand prize is a University of Alabama corporate 
sponsorship package, which includes:   
a. One 15-second pre-game and one 15-second post-game radio commercial 

on the Crimson Tide Sports Radio Network for the 2016 regular season (24 
total commercials);  

b. LED recognition in Bryant-Denny Stadium for all seven 2016 home 
football games; 

c. 300,000 impressions on RollTide.com during the regular 2016 schedule; 
d. One half-page 2016 program ad; and  
e. Two season tickets, two corporate hospitality passes, and one parking pass 

for the 2016 football season. 
 
The retail value of the prize is approximately $19,500.  The exact content of 
the corporate sponsorship package is subject to change.  The prize will be 
administered through Crimson Tide Sports Marketing, LLC.  Restrictions and 
limitations may apply.  The Contest winner is solely and entirely responsible 
for any taxes, fees, or other additional costs related to the grand prize.  The 
grand prize is not transferrable or assignable except at the discretion of the 
BCA, and it cannot be redeemed for cash.  If the winner for any reason 
declines to accept the grand prize, the BCA reserves the right to award the 
grand prize to the next-highest scoring eligible entrant (continuing this 
process until an eligible winner is named and accepts the grand prize).    
 

VI. Contest Entry. 
Contest entries must be submitted through the BCA website form located at 
www.bcatoday.org/RollTide.  All information requested must be provided, 
including (but not limited to) the Entrant’s Name, Company Name, Work 
Title, Business Mailing Address, Business Physical Address, Telephone 
Number, Email, Company Website (if applicable), Type of Business, Number 
of Employees, and an eligible Essay entry.  In submitting an entry, the terms 
of the Official Contest Rules must be agreed to by the Contest entrant.  No 
other entry method will be accepted.  All entries are deemed complete and 
received when submitted, and no changes or resubmissions shall be allowed.  
The Contest begins on September 1, 2015.  Contest entries must be submitted 
by 5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on January 29, 2016.  The BCA’s clock 
will be the official time-keeping device of the Contest.  Late entries will not be 
accepted. 
 

VII. Winner. 
The winner of the Contest will be selected on or around March 1, 2016.  BCA 
will attempt to contact the winner with the information provided in the 
winner’s Contest entry form.  If the BCA cannot reach the winner after three 
(3) business days of attempting contact, the winner will be disqualified and 
forfeit his or her interest in the grand prize; the judges’ next-highest scoring 
eligible entrant will then be named the winner.  This process will continue 
until an eligible winner is successfully contacted and accepts the grand prize.  



The winner will be publicly announced at the 2016 Alabama Spring Game 
(date to be determined).  An alternate announcement may occur if the game is 
delayed or cancelled due to weather or other causes.  After the announcement, 
the winner’s name will be listed on the BCA’s website at www.bcatoday.org.   

 
VIII. Disclaimers and Other Contest Information. 

BCA has the discretion to enforce any term of the Official Contest Rules 
without waiving that or any other rules or terms.  BCA reserves the right to 
disqualify Contest entrants who violate the Official Contest Rules or interfere 
in any way with the Contest.  BCA reserves the right to prevent a disqualified 
Contest entrant from advancing, participating, or being declared the winner of 
the Contest.   

 
By entering the Contest, each entrant agrees, fully and unconditionally, to 
abide by these Official Contest Rules.  Contest results are final and not subject 
to dispute.  The winner of the Contest may be subject to additional rules and 
policies regarding (including, but not limited to) advertising, conduct, and 
other potential activities.  These additional rules and policies may originate 
from and/or relate to the University of Alabama, the University of Alabama 
Football program, Crimson Tide Sports Marketing, LLC, and other agencies 
and/or entities.  The BCA has no control over any additional rules or 
restrictions affiliated with the grand prize, and the Contest winner will hold 
the BCA harmless in any future dispute, litigation, or other legal action related 
to the grand prize after it has been awarded.  The BCA will select the winner 
and pay for the 2016 Alabama football corporate sponsorship package 
described in Section V, and the grand prize will be distributed and 
administered through Crimson Tide Sports Marketing, LLC.   

 
The BCA is not responsible for lost or incomplete entries due to technical or 
other problems.  The BCA reserves the right to cancel, modify, extend, or 
suspend the Contest, if necessary, due to problems that include but are not 
limited to: fraud, tampering, hacking, acts of God, force majeure, and 
hardware, software, network, or other technical failure.  In the event of the 
Contest being cancelled, the BCA reserves the right determine a winner from 
all eligible Contest entries received before the occurrence of the event 
necessitating cancellation of the Contest.     
 
The Contest is only open to U.S. citizens who are Alabama residents with 
eligible small businesses that are BCA members in good standing (see Section 
I for full eligibility requirements) and is otherwise VOID WHERE 
PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED BY LAW. 
 
The Contest winner must sign additional liability and publicity releases before 
the grand prize will be awarded.  
 

IX. Copyright and Publicity.   



By entering the Contest, each Contest entrant agrees to participate in any 
reasonably requested media or promotional activity related to the Contest.     

 
By entering the Contest, each Contest entrant agrees and acknowledges, 
except where prohibited, that BCA has a perpetual, permanent, irrevocable, 
worldwide, transferable, royalty-free, and non-exclusive license and/or 
assignment of all copyrights, including those arising from both statute and 
common law (and any derivative rights arising therefrom), to use, edit, adapt, 
modify, reproduce, publish, promote, or broadcast any Contest entrant’s 
name, photo, likeness, and/or essay submission in promotional materials, 
advertisements, and any other manner or media (including the Internet) 
without limitation, or attribution or compensation to entrants.        

 
X. Privacy.   

Each Contest entrants agrees and acknowledges that personal data submitted 
with an entry, including (but not limited to) entrant’s name, mailing address, 
phone number, and email address may be collected, processed, stored and 
otherwise used by the BCA and/or BCA partners for the purpose of 
conducting and administering the Contest.  Each Contest entrant agrees and 
acknowledges that the BCA reserves the right to contact entrants about their 
BCA membership status. 
 

XI. Contact Information. 
Please contact Nancy Hewston with the Business Council of Alabama with any 
questions about the Contest, including to request a list that includes the 
winner’s name after one is announced, at: 
 
Phone: (800) 665-9647 
 
Email: SmallBusinessGameChanger@bcatoday.org 
 
Physical Address:  
2 North Jackson Street, Suite 501  
Montgomery, AL 36104 
 
Mailing Address:  
P.O. Box 76 
Montgomery, AL 36101-0076   

 
XII. Forum, Recourse, and Severability. 

The Official Contest Rules shall be subject to, governed by, and construed in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Alabama.  To the extent permitted by 
law, the rights to litigate, seek injunctive relief, or make any other recourse to 
judicial or any other procedure in disputes or claims resulting from or in 
connection with the Contest are excluded, and each Contest entrant expressly 
waives any and all such rights.  Any and all legal actions or claims arising in 
connection with this Contest must be brought in a court of competent 



jurisdiction in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama.  If any provision(s) of the Official 
Contest Rules are struck or held to be invalid or unenforceable, all remaining 
provisions of the Official Contest Rules shall remain in full force.  Any attempt 
by a Contest entrant or any other person to deliberately damage, harm, 
undermine, or otherwise interfere with the operation or results of the Contest 
could result in civil and/or criminal penalties, and the BCA fully reserves the 
right to pursue damages and other remedies (including attorneys’ fees) from 
any such person to the fullest extent allowed by the law.   

 
XIII. Agreement. 

Submitting an entry into the Contest requires affirmation that you have read 
and agree to abide by the Official Contest Rules.  Submitting an entry 
constitutes acceptance and agreement to the Official Contest Rules, which 
form a binding legal agreement between BCA and the Contest entrant 
regarding the Contest.    

 
	  


